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Technical report: Key Takeaways

1. In total, during the 40 years analysed 
(1985–2024), the Amazon has lost 136 
million hectares of forest, an area equiv-
alent to almost three times the territory 
of Spain.

2. Between 2021 and 2024, the region ex-
perienced an unprecedented accelera-
tion in the loss of its natural cover, with 
a rate of transformation and degrada-
tion of around 8 million hectares per 
year, equivalent to more than 33 million 
hectares disturbed in just four years.

3. As a result, while the 2020 data showed 
a loss of 26% due to deforestation 
(20%) and high degradation (6%), by 
2024, transformed and degraded areas 
will cover 30% of the Amazon, reduc-
ing areas with high ecological function-
ality to 70%. This trend warns of a real 
and imminent risk of irreversible loss of 
resilience in Amazonian ecosystems, 
threatening the region’s climate stabil-
ity, water availability, and biodiversity.

4. The analysis of the situation of priority 
conservation areas by country reveals 
that the regional trend once again posi-
tions Bolivia and Brazil as the countries 
with the highest level of transformation 
and degradation of Amazonian ecosys-
tems and landscapes, as already evi-
denced in the 2022 report ‘Amazonia 
Against the Clock’. 

5. Bolivia and Brazil lead the way in terms 
of the extent of fires in the Amazon, and 
2024 is taking shape as one of the most 
catastrophic years, with more than 21 
million hectares affected by fire. 

6. By 2024, indicators show a moderate 
increase: 13% in Indigenous Territories 
(IT) and Protected Areas (PA), and 25% 
in Ramsar Sites, in contrast to a wor-
rying 47% transformation and degra-
dation outside these areas. The results 
confirm the fundamental role of Indig-
enous Territories as effective conserva-
tion mechanisms, comparable to pro-
tected areas.

Photo: Zacambu River in Peru. Credit: Rhett Ayers Butler / Mongabay
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Conducted since 2021 by Red Amazónica 
de Información Socioambiental Georrefer-
enciada (RAISG) as part of the “Amazon for 
Life: Protect and Restore 80% 2025-2030” 
initiative, using its own methodology based 
on data from 1985 to 2024, this research 
presents a set of findings aimed at inform-
ing and guiding global and national policy 
to prevent the advance of the tipping-point 
scenarios that are already occurring in cer-
tain Amazonian regions. This report first 
presents an update of the results included 
in the 2022 ‘Amazonia Against the Clock’ 
report, which was conducted using RAISG 
data from 2020. The aim is to account for 
the trajectory of deforestation, degrada-
tion, and fires and their impact at the re-

gional level at two points in time, 2020 and 
2024. Secondly, the data is disaggregated 
at country level to provide inputs that will 
enable emergency action to be taken in re-
sponse to tipping points already present in 
some territories. Finally, the report analyses 
the penetration of degradation, deforesta-
tion, and fires in Indigenous Territories, pro-
tected areas and, on this occasion, Ramsar 
Sites. The data confirm an accelerated tra-
jectory towards a tipping point in several re-
gions if emergency measures are not taken. 
However, the final conclusion is that 70% of 
the Amazon is still standing and that prior-
ity areas have been found using 12 variables 
that can guide immediate regional and na-
tional public policies. 

7. By 2024, the Amazon has more than 
538 million hectares of stable forest, 
meaning that 70% is still standing. Of 
this total, Indigenous Territories protect 
202 million hectares, Protected Areas 
174 million, and Ramsar Sites 25 million. 

In contrast, forests outside these pro-
tected areas are the most vulnerable to 
loss and fragmentation and urgently re-
quire effective conservation and resto-
ration strategies (194 million hectares of 
forest).

SUGGESTED CITATION: Quintanilla, Marlene. “Protecting and Restoring Key Areas of the Amazon 2025 – 2030,” in Endangered Amazonia, edited by 
Alicia Guzmán León, pages 23-44. Quito: COICA, 2025.
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Smoke from burning affects the Yawalapiti village, Xingu Indigenous Park, Mato Grosso, Brazil. Credit: Lalo de Almeida, 2016.

2. THE AMAZON TODAY:
A COMPREHENSIVE SOCIO-
ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW

The Amazon covers 40% of the South 
American continent and extends over 847 
million hectares across nine countries (Bra-
zil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Ven-
ezuela, Guyana, French Guiana, and Suri-
name). Although its role in global climate 
stability has been highlighted for many 
years, today it is at a tipping point due to 
high rates of deforestation and degrada-
tion, which are modifying and diminishing 
its ecosystems and, with them, the Prior-
ity Areas for sustaining its ecological func-
tionality, both regionally and globally.

A tipping point is a moment that is reached 
when the function changes trend. The IPCC 
(2019) defines it as the moment when ‘ir-
reversibility’ is reached – such as, for ex-
ample, the degradation of an ecosystem to 
such an extent that it cannot be restored 
to its baseline. The tipping point (Lovejoy 
and Nobre, 2019), developed in the south-
eastern Amazon region of Brazil, occurs 
when deforestation and degradation cross 
the 20-25 per cent threshold. In the Ama-
zon region comprising nine countries, en-
vironmental symptoms and changes are 
caused by pressures such as deforestation, 
land use change, fires, degradation, and 
carbon loss, which are altering ecological 
functions and responses. It is therefore ur-
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gent to assess the state of conservation of 
the Amazon by defining Key Priority Areas 
that are vital for keeping its functionality 
and ecological representativeness.

More than 70% of the Amazon is forest 
(more than 600 million hectares in 2024)1, 
making it the largest tropical forest in the 
world. The carbon stored in them, in con-

1   According to data from MapBiomas Amazonía Collection 6 (2024).

cert with the multiple ecosystem functions 
and services they provide, defines the eco-
logical stability of the planet and the cli-
mate, making the Amazon ‘the great lung 
of the Earth’.

In addition to its valuable diversity of plant 
and animal species, the functions and eco-
logical uniqueness of its ecosystems have 

Figure 1. Location of Indigenous Territories (top left), Protected Areas (top right), Ramsar Sites (bottom left) and percentage distribution in the Amazon (bot-
tom right, percentages in IT, PA, Ramsar Sites exclude overlaps and are added together with Overlap). 
Source: RAISG, RAISG AMA Platform 2025. 
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supported a great diversity of cultures 
throughout the history of our planet. It is 
home to more than 400 Indigenous peo-
ples, of which an estimated 82 are in vol-
untary isolation (RAISG 2020)2.

Half of the Amazon is covered by Indig-
enous Territories (249 million hectares, 
29%), Protected Areas (326 million hect-
ares, 38%), and Ramsar Sites (249 million 
hectares, 3%). There is an 8% overlap (26 
million hectares) between these territo-
rial spaces, where two or three of them 
converge. 

3. WHAT IS THE SOCIO-
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS   
OF THE AMAZON?

Since 2021, the initiative ‘Amazonía por 
la Vida: protejamos 80% al 2025’ (Ama-
zon for Life: let us protect 80% by 2025), 
promoted by COICA together with oth-
er organisations and of which RAISG is 
a founding member of the coalition, we 
have made an urgent call to protect and 
restore 80% of the Amazon by 2025, as 
a horizon where the global and national 
agenda prioritises the Amazon to prevent 
its collapse and tipping point. To highlight 
the current state of the Amazon, a specific 
method has been developed to rigorously 
evaluate, from a technical and scientific 
perspective, its ‘ecological functionality 
and relevance’ and the ‘symptoms and 
changes in its ecosystems.’ 

This method was designed with a focus on 
assessing where and how to achieve the 
goal of protecting 80% of the Amazon. 
Therefore, the analysis consists of figuring 
out ‘Key Areas for Conservation and Res-
toration in the Amazon,’ which involves 

2   Atlas Amazonía bajo presión (RAISG 2020).

assessing and categorising 12 variables 
at a spatial resolution of 90 metres using 
a multi-criteria approach to classify and 
combine two dimensions: 

1. Functionality and ecological relevance: 
assessing conservation priority based 
on criteria of functionality, ecosystem 
services, and ecological representative-
ness.

2. Symptoms and changes: assessing the 
degree of alteration or degradation of 
ecosystems as a result of deforestation, 
land-use change, fires, and carbon loss.

Although much of the input comes from 
information sources available in RAISG and 
MapBiomas Amazonía, during the analysis 
process new layers of information were 
designed to support the identification and 
assessment of ‘Functionality and ecologi-
cal relevance,’ where it was crucial to de-
fine the ecosystems´ heterogeneity, com-
plexity, and uniqueness.

Bolivia and Brazil  
lead the way   
in terms of the   
extent of fires   
in the Amazon,   
and 2024 is  
taking shape as  
one of the most   
catastrophic   
years, with more   
than 21 million   
hectares affected   
by fire.   

Bolivia and Brazil  
lead the way   
in terms of the   
extent of fires   
in the Amazon,   
and 2024 is  
taking shape as  
one of the most   
catastrophic   
years, with more   
than 21 million   
hectares affected   
by fire.   



ENDANGERED
AMAZONIA

28

3.1. Methodological framework for 
defining priority conservation areas

The conceptual framework shows that Key 
Areas integrate two analytical axes:

• Ecological value (how vital the area is 
for conservation), and

• Level of alteration (how degraded it is).

The intersection of these two axes gives 
rise to categories that guide differentiated 
conservation, restoration or sustainable 
management actions.

In this understanding, the Key Areas of 
the Amazon are strategic spaces that 
combine high ecological and functional 
value with different levels of transforma-
tion or degradation, and whose manage-
ment is a priority to ensure the conser-

vation of biodiversity, connectivity and 
ecosystem services.

The two dimensions of the analysis are 
mentioned below:

1. Functionality and ecological
relevance

Assesses the ecological value and capac-
ity of ecosystems and landscapes to keep 
natural processes.

• Very high priority: ecosystems with 
high integrity, biodiversity, and critical 
ecosystem services.

• Medium priority: functional areas that 
contribute to hydro-ecological connec-
tivity and the maintenance of the natu-
ral mosaic.

Figure 2. Methodological framework implemented to define Key Areas for the Amazon. Source: own elaboration (2021, 2025)
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2. Symptoms and changes

Reflects the degree of transformation and 
degradation of Amazonian ecosystems.

• Transformed: replacement of forest or 
natural ecosystems by agricultural or 
other uses.

• Very high degradation: severe loss of 
ecological structure and function due to 
recurrent fires and carbon loss.

•  High degradation: significant impacts, 
but with potential for ecological re-
covery.

3.2. The Amazon and its main   
ecological benefits and values

To better understand the scope of the 
method and analyses conducted, it is es-
sential to understand the criteria and defi-
nitions that are briefly explained below.

The Amazon: from a more integrative ap-
proach RAISG defines and delimits the 
Amazon by integrating biogeographical, 

hydrographic, and political-administra-
tive criteria, following and respecting the 
particularities of each country in the Am-
azon region. The total area of the Ama-
zon using these criteria is 8,470,209 km2, 
equivalent to more than 847 million hect-
ares distributed among nine countries 
(Table 1).

Ecological functionality is the capacity of 
ecosystems to keep their structures, pro-
cesses, and integrity, ensuring their self-
organisation and resilience (De Groot, 
1992). Through biophysical processes such 
as primary production, the water cycle, 
and nutrient cycling, ecosystems gener-
ate ecosystem services, understood as the 
benefits that people obtain from nature 
(Leemans & De Groot, 2003; Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, 2005). Biodiver-
sity, in interaction with the physical envi-
ronment, underpins this functionality and 
enables ecosystems to provide essential 
services for human well-being.

Ecological representativeness seeks to 
ensure that the full diversity of ecosystems, 
species and natural processes is reflect-

Country Area in the Amazon (km²) % Amazon region
   in the country
Bolivia 714,834 65.1%

Brazil 5,238,589 61.5%

Colombia 506,181 44.3% 

Ecuador 132,292 53.0%

Guyana 211,157 100% 

French Guyana 84,226 100% 

Peru 966,190 75.2%

Suriname 146,523 100%

Venezuela 470,219l 51.3%

Amazon 8,470,209

Table 1. Extent of the Amazon in the nine countries that comprise it.
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Figure 3. Ecological variables and resulting 
map of Amazonian functionality. Source: 
RAISG, Initiative Amazonia for Life:protect 
80% by 8025. 2022.
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ed within priority conservation areas. This 
approach, aligned with the 2030 Agenda 
and the SDGs, recognises the importance 
of protecting biodiversity as the basis for 
ecosystem functionality. However, spe-
cies loss rates show that this global com-
mitment has not yet been fulfilled. Rep-

resentativeness analysis is a key tool for 
defining conservation priorities, offering 
scientific guidance on where and how to 
achieve the goal of protecting and restor-
ing 80% of the Amazon by finding areas 
with high concentrations of biodiversity 
and unique ecosystems.

Species richness Ecosystem complexity Ecosystem singularity

Figure 4. Variables 
and resulting map of 
Amazonian ecosystem 
representativeness. 
Source: RAISG, Initiative 
Amazonia for Life:protect 
80% by 8025. 2022. 
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3.3. The Amazon with symptoms  
and changes 

The Symptoms and Changes analysis finds 
the ecological impacts resulting from hu-
man pressures and threats in the Amazon, 
highlighting its fragmentation and deterio-
ration. To assess the current status, infor-
mation on deforestation, land use change, 
carbon loss, and burned areas was inte-
grated and updated to the year 2024. The 
study was conducted pixel by pixel at a 
spatial resolution of 90 metres. 

Amazonian forests have suffered acceler-
ated loss over the last two and a half de-
cades. According to the sources used to 

Figure 5. Annual dynamics of deforestation in the Amazon between 1985 and 2024. Source: own elaboration, based on data from 
RAISG (2021), MapBiomas Amazonía (2024), Global Forest Watch (2025) and FAN (2025 unpublished)

Deforestation in the Amazon
Annual deforestation: 1985 to 2024

  Deforestation in the Amazon
Annual deforestation: 1985 to 2024



PROTECTING AND RESTORING
KEY AREAS OF THE AMAZON

2025 – 2030

33

produce historical and current defores-
tation maps, the rate of forest loss in the 
Amazon increased by 60% compared to 
pre-2000 levels (an average of 2.5 mil-
lion hectares per year), reaching around 
4 million hectares per year in the period 
2001–2024.

The trend of the last four years remains at 
this average, with deforestation exceed-
ing 16.5 million hectares between 2021 
and 2024. In total, during the 40 years 
analysed (1985-2024), the Amazon has 
lost 136 million hectares of forest, an area 
equivalent to almost three times the terri-
tory of Spain.

However, the figures for 2024 show an ap-
parent reduction, which could be explained 

by limitations in satellite detection due to 
the extent of burn scars, which overlap and 
merge with deforested areas.

Figure 6. Areas 
affected by burning 
and fires in the 
Amazon: 2016–2024. 
Source: RAISG (2025), 
based on FAN (2021) 
methodology
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In the Amazon, fires are one of the main 
pressures on its ecosystems and they do 
not recognise borders. Between 2001 and 
2020, they affected an average of 17 mil-
lion hectares per year, equivalent to 14% 
of the Amazon region. During the period 
2016–2021, the areas affected exceeded 
that average, reaching between 17 and 27 
million hectares, according to RAISG data. 
In that same period, 59% of the fires oc-
curred in new areas, i.e., in areas that had 
not previously recorded fires.

Fire behaviour has changed in recent 
years and shows a trend towards great-
er intensity and frequency, influenced by 
prolonged droughts associated with the 
El Niño phenomenon and climate change; 
these factors alter the usual dynamics of 
fire and hasten its advance into previously 
resistant rainforests. Since Amazonian for-
ests are not adapted to fire, this causes an 
accelerated loss of biomass, carbon, and 
biodiversity.

Figure 7. Fire behaviour in forests and other formations between 2016 and 2024

Figure 8. Fires in forests and other formations in Bolivia and Brazil
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These fires are also gradually spreading 
to Protected Areas (PAs) and Indigenous 
Territories (ITs): In PAs, nearly 60% of the 
affected areas are new sectors. In ITs, ap-
proximately 45% of the fires were record-
ed in areas that had not been previously 
struck.

Bolivia and Brazil lead the spread of fires in 
the Amazon, and 2024 is shaping up to be 
one of the most catastrophic years, with 
more than 21 million hectares damaged by 
fire. The situation is particularly alarming 
in the Bolivian Amazon, where 50% of the 
total area disturbed was forest, generating 
an unprecedented chain of impacts.

The persistent smoke in the atmosphere 
even drifted as far as Argentina for weeks, 
while dozens of Amazonian communities 
were forced to evacuate due to high levels 
of air toxicity. The damage was even more 
severe for biodiversity, with countless spe-
cies trapped by the flames and irreversible 
ecological losses.

According to reports from Global Atmo-
sphere Watch (Oct. 2025), in 2024, CO

2 

emissions in the Amazon reached record 
levels, driven by extreme drought and high 
temperatures linked to El Niño and the 
warming of the North Atlantic. That year 
saw the highest emissions from fires in 15 

Figure 9. Changes in CO₂ emissions 
and weather anomalies in the Amazon 
between 2010 and 2024. Source: WMO 
Greenhouse Gas Bulletin - Global 
Atmosphere Watch (2025)

PROTECTING AND RESTORING
KEY AREAS OF THE AMAZON

2025 – 2030



ENDANGERED
AMAZONIA

36

years, with a massive release of carbon that 
intensified regional and global air pollution. 
At the same time, methane (CH

4
) concen-

trations continued their steady increase 
since 2007, reaching 266% above pre-in-
dustrial levels, due to increased emissions 
from tropical wetlands and agricultural 
and waste sources. These processes rein-
force the role of Amazonian fires as one of 
the main drivers of climate imbalance and 
air quality degradation in South America.

3.4. Water and climate emergency  
in the Amazon

Water vulnerability in the Amazon has in-
tensified in recent years, as shown by sig-
nificant variations in water availability. In 
2023, monthly rainfall recorded significant 
fluctuations, with differences ranging from 
-6% to +7% compared to historical values. 
Currently, it is estimated that only 13% of 
the region’s surface water is used for hu-
man consumption, of which approximately 
82% is concentrated in hydroelectric plants 

(MapBiomas Agua, 2024). Added to this is 
the progressive loss of 184,000 hectares of 
glacier surface area (56% of the total) be-
tween 1985 and 2022, which compromises 
the availability of essential water resources 
for cities with high urban populations, as 
well as for ecosystems, communities, and 
biodiversity.

The concept of tipping point reflects that 
the Amazon is at a critical stage, where 
deforestation and degradation exceed the 
thresholds estimated by Nobre and Love-
joy (20–25% combined loss). This pressure 
is coupled with extreme climate change: 
rainfall has shown an annual decline of 17%, 
reaching peaks of 64% in August and Sep-
tember, while the average monthly temper-
ature has already increased by more than 
2°C (Spickenbom, 2021), leading to more 
intense and prolonged droughts. These in-
terrelated factors jeopardise the Amazon’s 
water and ecological resilience, increasing 
the urgency of conservation and sustain-
able water management strategies.

Figure 10. Historical trend in the surface area of water bodies in the Amazon. Source: MapBiomas Agua (2024)
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4. OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

4.1. The Amazon on the threshold 
of the tipping point 

The results of the analysis of Key Areas in 
the Amazon show that the region is in a 
critical state of transition towards its tip-
ping point, although conditions still exist 
that could reverse this trend. Protecting at 
least 80% of the Amazon region is still a 
possible and essential goal for keeping its 
ecological functionality and the ecosystem 
services that sustain the climate, water, 
and biodiversity on a continental scale.

By 2020, approximately 26% of the Ama-
zon had already been transformed (20%) 
or showed signs of very high degradation 
(6%), while 74% kept high ecological integ-

rity. However, between 2021 and 2024, the 
region experienced an unprecedented ac-
celeration in the loss of its natural cover, 
with a rate of transformation and degrada-
tion of around 8 million hectares per year, 
equivalent to more than 33 million hectares 
disturbed in just four years.
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Figure 11. Comparison of Key Areas of the Amazon in the years 
2020 and 2024

This deterioration is mainly attributed to 
the expansion of deforestation, land use 
change, and the intensification of forest 
fires. These factors have had a concen-
trated impact on Amazonian forests; as a 
result, by 2024, transformed and degrad-
ed areas will cover 30% of the Amazon, 
reducing areas with high ecological func-
tionality to 70%. This trend warns of a real 
and imminent risk of irreversible loss of re-
silience in Amazonian ecosystems, threat-
ening the region’s climate stability, water 
availability, and biodiversity.
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4.2. STATUS OF PRIORITY 
CONSERVATION AREAS   
BY COUNTRY

The regional trend once again positions 
Bolivia and Brazil as the countries with the 
highest levels of transformation and deg-
radation of Amazonian ecosystems and 
landscapes. In the case of Bolivia, whose 
Amazon region accounts for 65% of its na-
tional territory, 28% of its Amazonian area 
has been transformed and 10% degraded 
since 2024. Brazil, which has 61% of its ter-
ritory within the Amazon region, has seen 
32% transformation and 4% degradation. 
In both cases, the expansion of the agri-
cultural frontier, deforestation, and forest 
fires have had a significant impact on the 
reduction of key areas for the ecological 
functionality and integrity of the Amazon 
as a whole.

Likewise, comparative results between 
2020 and 2024 reveal worrying trends in 

Ecuador and Colombia. In Ecuador, 23% of 
Amazonian areas are already undergoing 
transformation, while in Colombia, trans-
formation and degradation have reached 
19%. These figures reflect that a sustained 
expansion of anthropogenic pressures has 
taken places, as well as the accelerated 
loss of ecological connectivity in sectors 
critical to regional conservation.

Figure 12. Key areas in Amazonian countries between 2020 and 2024

Year 2020 Year 2024

The regional trend   
once again positions   
Bolivia and Brazil as  
the countries with   
the highest levels of   
transformation  
and degradation of   
Amazonian ecosystems   
and landscapes.  

The regional trend   
once again positions   
Bolivia and Brazil as  
the countries with   
the highest levels of   
transformation  
and degradation of   
Amazonian ecosystems   
and landscapes.  
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4.3 INDIGENOUS TERRITORIES, 
PROTECTED AREAS, AND RAMSAR 
SITES: THE SHIELDS OF   
THE AMAZON

Approximately half of the Amazon is made 
up of Indigenous Territories (IT), Protected 
Areas (PA), and Ramsar Sites, which have 
proved themselves as true shields against 

deforestation and degradation. These ter-
ritories are an essential part of the promis-
ing solutions for Amazon conservation and 
resilience.

While the transformation and degrada-
tion of Amazonian ecosystems have con-
tinued relentlessly since 2020 – driven 
mainly by the expansion of the agricultur-

Figure 13. Key areas in IT, PA, and Ramsar sites between 2020 and 2024

Year 2020

Year 2024

Indigenous Territory Protected Area Ramsar Site Overlap IT/PA/Ramsar Outside IT – PA – Ramsar

Transformed Very high degradation High degradation Medium priority Very high priority

Indigenous Territory Protected Area Ramsar Site Overlap IT/PA/Ramsar Outside IT – PA – Ramsar

Transformed Very high degradation High degradation Medium priority Very high priority
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al frontier and the increasing recurrence 
of forest fires – the rates of deterioration 
within ITs, PAs, and Ramsar Sites remain 
significantly below those recorded out-
side these areas, confirming their role as 
effective barriers against ecological col-
lapse.

In 2020, these three territorial figures re-
corded levels of transformation and deg-
radation of 10% in Indigenous Territories, 
11% in Protected Areas and 19% in Ramsar 
Sites, while outside these areas, transfor-
mation exceeded 42%.

By 2024, the indicators show a moder-
ate increase: 13% in IT and PA, and 25% in 

Smoke in the Amazon forest in the department of Santa Cruz Bolivia. Credit: Pedro Pablo Ribera, 2020. 
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Conclusions

Ramsar Sites, in contrast to a worrying 47% 
transformation and degradation outside 
these areas.

The results corroborate the fundamental 
role of Indigenous Territories as effec-
tive conservation mechanisms, compa-
rable to protected areas. In many cases, 
a titled Indigenous territory translates, in 
fact, into a guarantee of protection and 
maintenance of ecological functionality, 

even when conservation is not its explicit 
goal.

Similarly, comparative statistics from 2020 
and 2024 show that areas where an Indig-
enous Territory, a Protected Area, and a 
Ramsar Site coincide or overlap have the 
highest levels of ecological integrity and 
the lowest rates of degradation, consoli-
dating a key territorial model for sustaining 
Amazonian resilience.

The Amazon is at a critical crossroads. 
Data shows that degradation and trans-
formation are advancing at an alarm-
ing rate, threatening to reach a point of 
ecological no return. However, it also re-
veals that there is still a real opportunity 
to reverse this trend: nearly 70% of the 
Amazon keeps its ecological function-
ality and essential ecosystem services, 
due mainly to the protective role of In-
digenous Territories, Protected Areas, 
and Ramsar Sites.

The future of the Amazon and, with it, the 
climate balance and water stability of the 
continent will depend on the collective 
ability to strengthen the management 
of these territories, curb deforestation, 
restore degraded areas, and recognise 
the leadership of Indigenous Peoples as 
guardians of this great system that is es-
sential for all humanity.

By 2024, the Amazon will conserve more 
than 538 million hectares of stable forest 
in key areas of the Amazon. Of this total, 
Indigenous Territories protect 202 mil-
lion hectares, Protected Areas 174 million, 
and Ramsar Sites 25 million. In contrast, 
forests outside these protected areas are 
the most vulnerable to loss and fragmen-
tation, urgently requiring effective con-

servation and restoration strategies (194 
million hectares of forest).

Protecting the Amazon is not just about 
preserving a source of life, water, and di-
versity: it is about ensuring humanity’s 
ability to adapt and be resilient to climate 
change in an era of planetary crisis. Keep-
ing the forest standing is, now more than 
ever, a fundamental condition for our 
shared future.

In many cases, a   
titled Indigenous   
territory translates,   
in fact, into a  
guarantee of   
protection and   
maintenance   
of ecological   
functionality, even   
when conservation     
is not its explicit   
goal.    

In many cases, a   
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Figure 14. Stable forest in the Amazon in 2023. Source: RAISG, 2024
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